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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PBOR, IS, US 

SUBJECT: EBAN PROPOSED AS GOVERNMENT INFORMATION EMISSARY TO U.S. 

1 . EOREIGN MINISTER MOSHE DAYAN MET WITH ABBA EBAN ON 
JUNE 29 AND PROPOSED THAT HE GO TO THE U.S. AS PART OF 
THE LIKUD GOVERNMENT'S INFORMATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO THE 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC. THE OFEER HAS THE 
APPROVAL OF PRIME MINISTER BEGIN. EBAN SEEMS FAVORABLY 
DISPOSED TO THE IDEA AND IS CONSULTING WITH HIS 
POLITICAL ALLY, ALIGNMENT CHAIRMAN SHIMON PERES, AND 
OTHER PARTY COLLEAGUES. 

2. ACCORDING TO DANNY BLOCK, WRITING IN DA VAR, EBAN 
EMPHASIZED TO DAYAN THAT HE WOULD SPEAK HIS OWN MIND 
AND NOT NECESSARILY PROPOUND THE VIEWS OE THE 
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GOVERNMENT. EBAN ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT THE AMERICANS 
SHOULD REALIZE THAT ISRAELI DOVES LIKE HIMSELE ARE 
ALSO WORRIED ABOUT RECENT U.S. PRONOUNCEMENTS THAT 
RUN COUNTER TO THE ISRAELI CONSENSUS ON ARAB- 
ISRAELI ISSUES. 

3. MEANWHILE, SEVERAL ALIGNMENT LEADERS HAVE 
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PUBLICLY STATED THEIR OPPOSITION TO SUCH A MISSION 
BY EBAN. MK MOSHE SHAHAL, CHAIRMAN OF THE 
ALIGNMENT'S KNESSET EACTION (WHIP), INSISTED THAT 
EBAN OBTAIN THE ALIGNMENT'S FORMAL APPROVAL FOR 
THE MISSION. SHAHAL MAINTAINED THAT THE OFFER 
INIDCATED THAT THE LIKUD'S POLICY HAD ALREADY 
ENCOUNTERED MAJOR DIFEICULTIES WITHE THE U.S.; 

THAT SHMUEL KATZ' RECENT INFORMATION MISSION HAD 
BEEN A FAILURE; AND THAT THE LIKUD HAS NO SUITABLE 
PEOPLE OE ITS OWN TO SEND ON A PR CAMPAIGN. 

4. MK YITZHAK NAVON, AS DOVISH AS EBAN IN THE LABOR 
PARTY, ALOS OPPOSES THE MISSION BY EBAN, POINTING OUT 
THET THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE ALIGNMENT AND THE 
PRESENT GOVERNMENT WOULD BE OVERLOOKED OR NOT 
UNDERSTOOD ABROAD. EBAN WILL BE VIEWED AS AT ONE 
WITH THE LIKUD GOVERNMENT'S POSITION. IP EBAN 
WANTS TO STRESS THE AREAS OF CONSENSUS IN ISRAEL, 

HE SHOULD PUBLISH (SUCH AS HIS RECENT NEW YORK 
TIMES ARTICLE) AND NOT TRAVEL AS A LIKUD GOVERNMENT 
EMISSARY. 

5. COMMENT: IF EBAN ACCEPTS, IT WILL BE A VICTORY 
FOR THE LIKUD IN ITS EPFORTS TO BLUR ITS DIPFERENCES 
WITH THE ALIGNEMENT ON POREIGN POLICY ISSUES. WITH 
HIS DISTINCT IMAGE AS A MODERATE, EBAN WOULD BE 
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EXPECTED TO RENDER A REAL SERVICE TO THE GOVERN- 
MENT IN SOFTENING PUBLIC PERCEPTION OF ITS STAND 
AS EXTERMIST. AS NAVON SUGGESTS, IT IS DOUBTFUL 
THAT EBAN COULD SUCCEED IN DEPENDING THE NATIONAL 
CONSENSUS IN ISRAEL WHILE AT THE SAEM TIME MAINIAINING 
A DISCERNABLE DISTANCE PROM THE BEGIN-DAYAN POSITION 
ON THE WEST BANK. 

LEWIS 
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